U M C H A P E L O F T H E VA L L E Y

May 2021

Chapel Challenge
From Julie’s Journal

Pentecost Sunday....Catch the spark!

As one of the members on the team for Worship for the Annual Conference this year, I have been
working on the many worship services that will be happening during the conference. The theme of
our conference is “Restoration: Tales of the Pandemic.” We are using the parables of Jesus to help
us heal from the pandemics of Covid and racism and many of the other ways that we are broken and
in need of healing. We are using as a symbol of this brokenness and healing, the Japanese art of
Kintsugi, which means “golden joinery.” Kintsugi is the beautiful art of restoring/repairing a broken
pottery by mending the areas of breakage with lacquer dusted or mixed with powdered gold, silver,
or platinum. The philosophy of the art is to treat the breakage and repair as part of the history of an
object, rather than to disguise. The idea of making something that is broken even more beautiful with
an interesting story is so grace-filled to me.
We spent a bit of time on the theme and used several different words and ideas to get to the final
one. We used several words for Restoration….a few of them used the prefix “Re.” The prefix “re”
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can make the word mean “again” and “back.” Here are some words we
can use…rejuvenate, refurbish, renovate, restore, reform, renew….bringing back to glory….to begin again. As we begin to come
out of the pandemic of Covid, we need to find ways to restore…
renovate…rejuvenate. We need to not go back to what we considered
to be “normal.” We need to renew...restore….Rejuvenate! We need to
find a better way to do the mission and work of the church, using what
we have learned during the pandemic.
Also, as a church we have other ways we are broken and need to be
restored. And the art of Kintsugi could be a great metaphor. Having the
break, fixed with some golden strands of
grace to add to the beauty and history of
the church. To create a new story….actually a new chapter to our incredible tale. This is what we are going to be
doing during the conference and we as a
church, which is a part of the conference,
need to do that same work. Look at the
areas where we are broken and find the
gold and silver strands of grace and
love...rewrite our story...add a new chapter to our tale.

From Julie’s Journal

In May we will start having in-person
indoor services every Sunday starting on Mother’s Day. See the next
page for details. We also will still
have our online presence and modified devotion guides for those who
still do not feel they can do the inperson service.

May 2 Rise Up and Abide in Love
John 15:1-8 (Outdoors)
May 9 Rise Up like a Mama Bear
1 John 5:1-5; John 15:9-17
Mother’s Day start Indoor service
May 16 Guest Preacher

This month we are starting to worship indoors
again. I am excited for the possibilities! We are
still following the conference and county protocol
for safety. We ask that you wear masks even if
you are vaccinated because we are meeting indoors now. Also, we will be marking off certain
pews so that we can have safe social distancing.
Thank you for your continued work towards getting us to a safe way to continue to worship.
Hope to see you in church!
Together on the Journey!
Pastor Julie
I will be going on vacation to see my daughter,
son-in-law and granddaughters in Indiana from
May 14-21. If you need pastoral care, you can
call the office and they will have numbers you
can use to reach our mission area pastors.

May 23 How Much Longer?
Acts 2: 1-21; Romans 8:22-27
Pentecost, wear red
May 30 I’ll Go
Isaiah 6:1-8
Memorial Weekend—
Remembering all we have lost
June 6 Building a Spiritual Home
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Communion

Pastor’s Day of Prayer
This month the Pastor’s Day of Prayer is scheduled for May 6. This is also National Day of Prayer. If you have prayer concerns to be included in
her prayer time, please let the office know by
May 5. Please join Pastor Julie and the country
in prayer on that day.
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If you have a prayer concern, please
call the church
office, or Pastor
Julie, or Candy
Schauer and we
will start the prayer
chain (both email
and phone).

Church Administrative Board Meeting
The Church Administrative Board will have our monthly meeting by zoom on May
10th at 7:00 pm. If you do not get the zoom information, please contact Pastor
Julie.
In-Person, Indoor Worship Services
We will be starting regular in-person indoor services every Sunday starting May 9th. Masks will still
be required. We will also have a registration and health questions as well. We will be following social
distancing. Pews will be marked. There unfortunately will still be no group singing or recitation allowed. When services include communion it will be with individually wrapped communion elements.
The services will still include special music, prayer, scripture, a homily/reflection and sometimes,
communion. Check in begins at 10:00 am. We are continuing to follow the guidelines of the United
Methodist Conference, the County and the decision of the Church Administrative Board. If you still
feel the need to stay at home, we will have be recording the services and then editing them and
posting them on Facebook and on our webpage and devotion guides will be sent out. We are looking forward to be able to worship indoors. We hope you join us for these services.
Pentecost Sunday
This year Pentecost Sunday is May 23. We will be worshipping inside this year. Pentecost is the
celebration of the birth of the church. Come to the service and celebrate the coming of the Holy
Spirit in a special way. Wear red if you can. (Maybe a new red mask?!?) Hope to see you in
church!

Christmas Craft Fair Planning!
We are looking for all kinds of HELP, whether you are young
or old, you can do something. Mark your calendars for December 4th...our Christmas Craft Fair is back on!!! If you are interested in helping our church fundraise for our benevolences, please contact me by calling or texting
me @ 619-277-9389. We will be having an in person meeting in early June at the church. We
need crafters, bakers, and green thumbs, those ‘special treasures’ we would like to pass on, and
of course people to be able to work at the various tables on the day of. I am pretty sure there is
something we can all do to help out. Let’s start now and make this a big success! We are Blest!
Phyllis Lyle

