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" Wi ternative Giving Market. We will have various non-
profit groups such as the Heifer Project, Friends of

Padhar, Everhome, Volunteers in Medicine, Good Shepherd Pantry, Guatemala
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your gift recipient. This is a perfect op-
portunity to give a unique gift to your
friends and family and help others in
need through these agencies.

We will also have story and craft time for
the kids, an art show, and baked goods.

COME AND CELEBRATE THE SEASON!
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From Julie’s Journal

Advent is the season of waiting. Yet it is more than just waiting...it is a time to prepare. Rhonda
Britten in her book Fearless Living says, “when we passively wait, we are living in fear.” What she
is saying is we often wait for circumstances outside of ourselves to change in order to feel hope,
peace, joy, or love or to live our lives fully. When we do this, we rob ourselves of having those very
things we desire. So Advent, cannot be a passive time to wait believing that God doesn’t need us in
order to make the world a better place for all people. This is the message we hear from the angels in
the Christmas story. “Do not be afraid,” “Go and see,” God is doing this and you are a part of it.” The
angels invite us to prepare and then participate in the story. We too become messengers of God.
Now that is not an easy task, and it is not just the “Hallmark” edition of the Christmas story. (I love
hallmark, don’t get me wrong, but the Christmas story is so much more!) Their message always
starts with, “Do not be afraid.” The Christmas story, while beautiful, is also filled with pain, isolation,
danger and life altering scenarios. It calls on all of us to step outside our comfort zones.

During our Advent and Christmas worship times, we will be looking at
the Christmas story through the stories of the angels, with the theme
“Angels Among Us.” The English word “angel” comes from the Latin
angelus derived from the Greek translation. The term initially only
pointed to a function—that of messenger. It later came to signify more.
Julie’s Journal and 1,2 However, this series goes back to the original meaning. We will be
Day of Prayer looking at the messages of the four Sundays of advent (hope, peace,
joy and love) and the fifth Sunday after Christmas (life), and become
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ourselves angels, messengers of these ideas of hope, peace, joy, love
and life and to multiply those messages to our own sphere of influence.

In this day, social media plays such a big part of the culture. | believe
that the angels among us would fit right in and become “hashtaggers of
hope, peace, joy, love and life.” If you are on Facebook or other forms
of social media, share in the message of the day and week. If you are
not involved, be a messenger in the traditional way, write letters, make
phone calls, attend functions and share the message of hope, peace,
joy , love and life. We are called to be participants in the story of Christ
coming to earth and living among us. Be an angel in the world.
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12/1  Angels Among Us #MoreHope
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80
1st Sun. of Advent, Communion

12/8 Angels Among Us # MorePeace
Luke 1:26-56
2nd Sunday of Advent

12/15 Angels Among Us #MoreJoy:
Matthew 1:18-25
3rd Sunday of Advent

12/22 Angels Among Us #MoreLove:
Luke 2:1-20
4th Sunday of Advent

12/24 Angels Among Us
#DoNotBeAfraid
Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Eve

12/29 Angels Among Us #MoreLife
Matthew 2:1-23
1st Sun. of Advent

1/5/20 Angels Among Us #MoreLight
Isaiah 6-:1-6
Epiphany & Communion

(Julie’s Journal continued)

This season, | hope you take part in all of our activi-
ties and services. | encourage you to invite friends
and family to our worship services and to come to
our Christmas Festival, the Blue Christmas service
and Christmas Eve service. | am very excited about
these and hope all will be rewarding. Don’t miss the
potluck on the 22nd, good food and fellowship.
May all of you have a special and meaningful time
this season!

Together on the Journey,
Pastor Julie
Pastor’s Day of Prayer

This month the Pastor’s
Day of Prayer is sched-
uled for December 17 .
Our pastor will be away
from campus to pray for the church and all persons
and situations in need of prayer. If you have prayer
concerns to be included in her prayer time, please
let the office know by December 16. You can join
Pastor Julie in prayer on that day and please pray
for her as well.

Meeting Schedule for NEETING!]
December {? ;

12/9 Finance 6:30 pm ﬁf

N

12/9 Trustees 7:30 pm

Henry Brown

Robert and Ellen Draper
Patsy McKinney

Becca McLachlan

Vi Moore

Steve Mohr

Donna & Jim Seaton

Renee Calsmer

Agustin Valdez

Arnie Aranico

Friends and family dealing
with illness, treatment, and

transitions

If you have a pray-
er concern, please
call the church
office, or Pastor
Julie, or Candy
Schauer and we
will start the prayer
chain (both email

and phone).

Some December Activities

December 7 Work Party- Come and help us spruce up our
campus to get ready for all of the advent and Christmas activities.

Uelelelpqllale I \We will have many jobs for all levels of ability. It starts at 8:30 am

events

and we usually finish by noon. Many hands make light work!

December 8 Christmas Festival— Please invite your neighbors,

co-workers, friends and family to our first annual Christmas festival. See the information on the

back for more details.

December 13 Children’s Choice Concert and Party —\We are hosting the concert and party for
the families of Children’s Choice Learning Center. We need cookies and we need a few people to
come and help serve the cookies. If you can help, please let the office or Pastor Julie know. It is on

the 13th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.

December 21 Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service— You are invited to this special service
on December 21 at 4:00 pm at Good Shepherd Community Center, 772 S. Johnson in El Cajon.
This is a worship service for those who are having a difficult time finding the joy in Christmas. It is a
service provided by our Mission Area Methodist Churches.

December 22 Christmas Potluck —On December 22 following church we will be having a pot-
luck. The main dish is being provided, and we are looking for side dishes to share. Please sign up
for a side dish and RSVP to the office or Edna Munro. Plan to come and enjoy our church family

Pledges for 2020 and Year End Giving and great food.

We are so incredibly blessed by the giving of the
members and friends of our community of faith. As

Faithful Disciples who are Answering
the Call to Serve during the month of
December.

Poinsettia orders are being taken

1: Candy Schauer we are finishing our year and look to the next year, COTV Staff now. Be sure to order your Christ-
we are asking if you would like to ensure that we Pastor: The Rev. Julie Elkins mas poinsettia by December 8.
8: Stuart Harvey finish strong and have an exciting and promisin Order f losed
g g p g Organist: Mary Ellett rder form enclosed.

15: Ed LeClair
22: Stuart Harvey
24: Paul Elkins
29: Ed LeClair

start in the new year. Pledge cards may still be
turned in if you have not given them to us. You
can mail them or bring them to the office. Also, if
you would like to make a special gift to the church,
that would be wonderful. All gifts to the church are
tax deductible and if received by December 31, Ushers:
work for this tax year. Thank you for your faithful-
ness.

Choir Director: Elaine Harvey

Paul Elkins The church office will be

\
closed on December 25 for
Christmas and January 1 for Offi;ez
New Year's Day. ‘Cl‘ied

J

Diane Wellman g

Lay Leader:
PowerPoint:  Delyth Owen

Mike Magnuson

: Candy Schauer
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