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From Julie’s Journal
Happy Easter and blessings on a wonderful spring! It has been a bit since I have written anything for the Chapel Challenge. I am starting up again with a new design for our newsletter. My prayer is that I do this at least bi-monthly. I pray you were able to celebrate in a special way the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. And your heart was transformed through our Lent and Easter season.
As we start the spring season, we will be starting a new worship series called Let’s Play: (Re)Imagining Faith Through Holy Play. After the resurrection, the disciples had to learn how to live again. Fear loosened, doors opened, and joy returned. In this Easter season series, we explore how the games of childhood can help us rediscover the courage, trust, and freedom of resurrection life. Through play, we follow, seek, belong, trust, and are sent into the world led by the Spirit. This worship series goes through Pentecost at the end of May. No, we won’t actually be playing hide and seek or red rover or mother may I but we will be imagining them to rediscover how faith can grow in many ways. Join us for this fun and meaningful worship series.
As I get ready for my renewal leave that starts in August, the Church Administrative Board is working on plans to continue in my absence. We will be bringing in a coach and other ministers to help us with our ministries and Shalom Village. We need all of your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. These are what we commit to when we become a part of the church. Watch for news and events in the next few weeks and months.
I pray that we all are transformed by the risen Christ and grow and become changed by the spirit that blows through us on Pentecost! See you around town.
Together on the Journey,
Pastor Julie
May Day Tea
There is a May Day Tea is on May 2nd. It is a fundraiser for Chapel of the Hills ministries, and we hope you come and enjoy the tea. It will be held here at Chapel of the Valley in El Cajon. The doors will open at 10:30 and we will be having a creative activity, baskets to bid on and the Guatemalan Service Project will be there with the crafts and items for sale. We will then have lunch. The tickets are $25 or you can purchase a table of eight for $175. You can call the office or Pastor Julie to get tickets or make reservations. This is a fundraiser and it is important that it is successful. Please share the information with all of your friends and family.
Upcoming Worship Themes and Scriptures. Let’s Play
4/12	Following the Leader - Learning a Risen Way of Life   John 21: 15-19
4/19	Hide and Seek – God Seeks us Even When We Hide   Genesis 3:8-9; Luke 19:1-19; Psalm 139
4/26	Red Rover – Breaking Barriers, Belonging, Welcome	Acts 10:9-28
5/3	Sardines – Finding Community in Christ.  Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23-25  Communion
5/10	Mother May I – Learning Trust, Guidance.  Proverbs 3:5-6; John 14:15-21 Mothers Day
5/17	Tag  You’re It.   Matthew 28:16-20
5/24	Free Play – Life Led by the Spirit.     Acts 2:1-21.    Pentecost.       Wear Red  

Upcoming Events
April 16 and May 18   Pastor’s Day of Prayer
May 2.   May Day Tea (see article on other page)
May 14.  CAB Meeting 12:00 p.m. church office
July 26.  An Aloha Send-off Party for Pastor Julie as she begins her renewal leave – watch for more
    	   details as we get closer


Julie’s Heartsongs and Epistles

As Pastor Julie gets ready for her renewal leave and her travels, she is setting up a travel log/blog and will be sending pictures and her thoughts. If you want to receive it, just let the church office or Pastor Julie know and the email you want it sent to. It is through Substack and does not cost anything. Just to make sure it is working properly, she will be setting it up by mid-June and will send some testers out. She is building the email list now.
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