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Inside this issue: 

From Julie’s Journal 

  In the Bishop’s sermon that he preached for our Conference (you can see and hear it by going to 

our webpage or on Facebook, it is for May 17) he talked about a podcast and an article by Andy 

Crouch. In both of these, he likened the church  (and most companies) during this pandemic as fac-

ing a blizzard, a winter and a miniature ice age. The Bishop said that the blizzard we faced was 

when we all sheltered in place….staying home and staying safe (and for many we are still protecting 

ourselves and others from the blizzard). Then comes the deep winter (even though we are starting 

summer right now). In this winter we are having to do things long term such as face masks and so-

cial distancing until a vaccine and we do not know how long that could be. So we need to be innova-

tive and creative to manage through this deep winter. Then, we could be looking, at least in part, to a 

miniature ice age—something that epically changes how we do ministry and even life, especially for 

those who have lost loved ones. The Bishop goes on to say that some churches may cease to exist 

in the next 30 years but perhaps the Covid virus might speed this process up. The churches that will 

survive are the ones that are creative and step boldly into this new future…To learn to move forward 

with new eyes of faith. Crouch in his article says, “The creative poten-

tial for hope and vision is unparalleled right now—but paradoxically this 

creativity will only be fully available to us if we also make space for 

grief and lament.” If you have not heard the Bishop’s sermon, I highly 

recommend you listen to it. The article by Andy Crouch is also very 

good. Leading Beyond the Blizzard: Why Every Organization is Now a 

Startup by Andy Crouch, Kurt Keilhacker and Dave Blanchard. 

This week has been a flurry of memos and meetings and discussions 

with the state and county officials, the conference church leadership 

and my fellow clergy about the prospect of reopening the doors of the 

church. (The church itself has never been closed! Just the building.) 

There are many things to consider and to discuss. I find it all interesting 

that this is all happening as we come up to Pentecost...which is the 

birth of the church. The story is found in Acts. They had just gone 

through something epic as well. The death, resurrection and ascension 

of Jesus. And then, as Jesus promised, they received the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. It was a new beginning for them and for the people of God. 

They could no longer do things that they understood to be “normal.” 

They had to be creative and innovative, with the direction of the Holy 

Spirit.  
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(Julie’s Journal continued) 

I want to invite you into a time of prayer. Then with the power of prayer and the direction of the Ho-

ly Spirit, I would like to have as many of you in a conversation about where we, as a church, should 

go. I am setting up a zoom meeting on June 1 at 6:15 pm. If you would like to attend, please email 

me revjelkins@aol.com or the church office at mcotv@sbcglobal.net. I will then send you an invita-

tion that includes a link to the zoom meeting. If you want to participate but don’t have the computer, 

smart phone or tablet to do so, you can call in to the office and I will give you the phone number to 

get in on the zoom call as well. During this meeting we will talk about the requirements, guidelines 

and things we need to look at to reopen the doors of the church. Some of the questions and guide-

lines include, sanitizing the building and ways to make sure everybody can sanitize as well;  Well-

ness checks (including temperature checks) as people come in; Social distancing and maintaining 

that social distancing;  no singing, or doing responsive readings and community prayers out loud; 

face masks for all who come to worship; No sharing food like potlucks or during fellowship time. It 

is still highly recommended that older adults (65 and older) and those who are immuno-

compromised not come and still participate from home. (I do understand how that makes many 

feel, I too am in that group, not by age but the other category) and all that that implies theologically 

and socially. These are just some of the considerations and guidelines.  

As we ponder all of these questions, I want to make sure that we are looking at it all from the pro-

spective of the other. Jesus told us to love God with all that we are and to love our neighbor as our-

selves. It is very easy, especially after two months or a little more) to think about what we want and 

need...however, let us all try to think about our neighbors and how we 

can think of what they need and want. Lots to think about and pray 

about. I hope to hear from you all (even if you can’t come to the zoom 

meeting) on your thoughts and ideas. Email me those as well. I will 

continue to do worship on the web. Please do not hesitate to call on 

me if you need anything and I will do my very best to help you. 

I am looking forward to our new future. I am waiting for the blizzard, 

long winter and miniature ice age to end and a 

new season to spring up! Until then, I will see 

you on the web! 

Together on the  Journey,  

 Pastor Julie 

 

Pastor’s Day of Prayer 

This month the Pastor’s Day of Prayer is 

scheduled for June 17. Our pastor will be away 

from campus to pray for the church and all per-

sons and situations in need of prayer. If you 

have prayer concerns to be included in her 

prayer time, please let the office know by June 

16. You can join Pastor Julie in prayer on that 

day and please pray for her as well. 

Special Worship Services 

June 21—We will be virtually honoring those 

people in your life who have been a fathering 

presence for you. Please email  or call in the 

names. I will be tying ribbons for each person 

on our family tree on Father’s Day. 

Henry Brown 
Robert and Ellen Draper 
Patsy McKinney 
Becca McLachlan
Vi Moore  
Steve Mohr  
Donna & Jim Seaton 
Renee Calsmer 
Agustin Valdez 
Lee Carrick 
Betty Rudolph 

The family of Joan Highsted 
Rod & Pauline Rippel 
All Healthcare workers 
1st Responders and all others 
having to work in different 
ways 

Friends and family dealing 
with illness, treatment, and 
transitions 

If you have a pray-

er concern, please 

call the church 

office, or Pastor 

Julie, or Candy 

Schauer and we 

will start the prayer 

chain (both email 

and phone). 

 Meeting Scheduled for June 8 
The Church Administrative Board  will be having an important meeting  on June 8 at 
6:30 pm. on a zoom meeting.  You will be receiving a link to the meeting or the 
phone number to call by email. If you have not received it by the day of the meet-
ing, please call Pastor Julie and she will help you.   

We received a loan  as part of the Payroll Protection Plan with the Small 

Business Loan Program. It will cover the Pastor’s salary and benefits for 

2 months. We believe we will qualify for it all to be forgiven as part of the 

program. The General Council on Finance and Administration is paying 

each church’s pastor’s pension for three months and the Conference 

board of Pensions is also paying an additional 3 months of each church’s pastor’s pension. Our 

conference loan has been placed on hold for 4 months with us having to pay only the interest. 

The preschool has been doing it’s best to pay almost complete rent even in this downturn. All of 

this has helped our finances very much. As far as our pledged giving and donations, we are now 

able to accept online donations. You can go to our webpage at www.umchapelvalley.org to our 

giving/donations page and it tells you how to do that. You can make a donation through our web-

site, by texting or by using your smart phone. You can set up monthly donations that way as well 

if you do not want to continue writing checks. If you have questions, please call the office. You all 

have been very faithful with your pledges and gifts. With all of this, we are hopeful that we will 

indeed weather the storm. We will continue to monitor our finances and keep you updated. We 

also continue to do our best to cut down on expenses. We will have some expenses as we move 

to reopen according to the guidelines involving sanitizing equipment  and other things. We will 

keep you updated on that as well. Again, thank you for your continued faithfulness. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Gwenyth Crise              6/09 

Paul Messenger            6/15 

Nancy Goyings              6/22 

Kathryn McCreary         6/30 

Stuart & Elaine Harvey  6/16 

                                                                                        See you on the Web 

 

June 7   Faith, Hope, LOVE           June 28    A Challenge    

June 14 I’m Going Crazy                July 5     The Scars of Freedom 
     Rev. John Farley 

June 21  A Father’s Letter 
  Father’s Day 
 

Pastor Julie and Paul  will be attending 

Annual Conference, usually held in Red-

lands, on Zoom meetings June 18-20. 

Please pray for the conference 
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