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Inside this issue: 

From Julie’s Journal 

As I start my 5th year appointed to Chapel of the Valley,  I am looking back at all of the things that 

have happened in the four years that I have been here, both personally and with the church. While 

here, I have lost both of my parents. I have been diagnosed with my second cancer, this time skin 

cancer  in my eyelid.  I have become a cancer action network ambassador and been able to go to 

Sacramento and Washington D.C to lobby for cancer related bills. I have become a coach to several 

different churches through the conference, and I have established a daily and  monthly prayer and 

devotion routine. These are both sad and positive changes that have happened  to me while here. 

You have been very supportive and have been an influence on these changes for me. There have 

also been some sad and positive changes at the church while I have been here. We have lost quite 

a few of our members to death in the four years that I have been here. We have also seen many of 

our members go through many medical problems, surgeries, accidents, and cancer diagnosis’ of 

their own. On the positive 

side we have put on  new roofs,  on the parsonage and the church, and replaced the carpet 

in the sanctuary. We celebrated both the 60th anniversary of our wor-

shipping congregation starting and the church being consecrated, with 

a visit by the Bishop. We have received various grants  members of the 

church and me to go to conferences and to start up a more visible 

presence on social media. We have started some new traditions, such 

as Movie Nights (which are coming soon!). We have mourned and we 

have cried together...we have loved and we have laughed together—  

all through the changes in our personal and corporate lives. 

I know it has been said many times in many different ways in many dif-

ferent circumstances...however, I believe it to be true now...we are at a 

crossroads. The United Methodist Church is at a crossroads as are we 

here at Chapel of the Valley. We can not continue to just go on status 

quo because the status quo can not support us anymore. We have to 

be strategic. We have to look forward (and sideways) to follow the di-

rection of God. There is no longer a choice to stay fixed where we are 

or move backward. The time has come for decisions to be made as we 

go forward. This is a transition year… both for our conference, for the 

denomination and for this church here in El Cajon.  Now I realize these 

are scary words to hear. Believe me, I understand. However, I know 

with God all things are possible! I am going to encourage you to  



COTV Staff 

Pastor:       The Rev. Julie Elkins    

Organist:           Mary Ellett  

Choir Director:  Elaine Harvey 

Lay Leader:     Paul Elkins 

PowerPoint:      Delyth Owen 

Ushers:             Mike Magnuson 

      Diane Wellman 

Faithful Disciples who are Answering the Call to 

Serve during the month of July. 

   7: Candy Schauer  

14:  Stuart Harvey and Del Owen 

 21:  Ed LeClair and Arnie Aranico  

 28:  Stuart Harvey and Del Owen  

 8/4: Candy Schauer  

7/7 How Will They Know? 

 Galatians 6:11-18 

 Communion 

 

7/14 Love Transforms 

 Ephesians 4:17-24 

 (Music Man)  

 

7/21     Wisdom of Dolly  

 Matthew 6:19-21; 25-34; 

 Genesis 32:22-31 

 (Hello Dolly) 

7/28     Sticking Together  

 Ephesians 2:14-22: Psalm 133 

 (Oklahoma) 

8/4       After Rain...Rainbows 

 Genesis 9:12-17; James 1:2-8

(Julie’s Journal continued) 

continue to pray for our church and the greater 

church. Come and hear the report from Annual 

Conference. This summer, along with our  God on 

Film series, I will be asking questions  as a way to 

build a plan moving us to our future. Please partici-

pate. It is important to have you all be a presence in 

the discerning of the Spirit and the future direction 

of the church. You will learn more as the summer 

goes along.  

Together on the Journey,  Pastor Julie 

Pastor’s Day of 

Prayer 

This month the Pas-

tor’s Day away for 

prayer is scheduled 

for July 18th . Our 

Pastor will be away 

from campus to 

pray for the church and all persons and situations in 

need of prayer. If you have prayer concerns to be 

included in her prayer time, please let the office 

know by July 17th. You can join Pastor Julie in 

prayer on that day and please pray for her as well. 

Come and join 

us for our quar-

terly work day 

on July  13, 

starting at 8:30 

am. Come and 

help us do some clean-up on the church. 

There will be projects for all levels of work. 

“Many hands make light the work.” 

Annual Conference Report 

Paul Elkins, our Lay delegate to annual confer-

ence will be making his report during the coffee 

hour on July 7. Come and hear the report. Both 

Pastor Julie and he will  be available for ques-

tions following the report. 

Henry Brown 

Robert and Ellen 
Draper 

Patsy McKinney 

Becca McLachlan

Vi Moore  

Steve Mohr  

Joan  Highsted 

Kay Roberts and all family 

Renee Calsmer 

Agustin Valdez 

Jim & Donna Seaton 

Doug Schauer 

 

Friends and family dealing 
with illness, treatment, and 
transitions 

If you have a pray-

er concern, please 

call the church 

office, or Pastor 

Julie, or Candy 

Schauer and we 

will start the prayer 

chain (both email 

and phone). 

  Meeting Schedule for July 

    July 8  Finance Meeting 6:30 pm 

    July 8  Trustees Meeting 7:30 pm 

The Finance committee and your church are very grateful for your stewardship supporting the 

church and extra giving for various programs plus repaying our conference loan. As most of you 

know, along with the use of the memorial funds designated for specific projects, the conference 

loan was used for various repairs and improvements to our physical property. With your extra mile 

giving, we have been able to make extra payments to save on interest and reduce the principal that 

we owe. Thanks to everyone for their generosity. Our budget has also been helped by the confer-

ence, which has reduced our benevolences (apportionments) that we are required/requested to 

pay them. We also have been blessed with the regular income we receive from Children’s Choice 

rental agreement. 

As I have written before, the Finance committee is required through the United Methodist Discipline 

to process, record, and report on the funds that pass through the church. The committee does not 

make policy, plan programs (other than those related to the Finance committee, such as the annual 

stewardship campaign). Most church programs are developed by the other work areas of the 

church. The Finance committee just helps find the funds to assist in administering those programs. 

While the church has done many wonderful ministries, your church is facing many challenges as 

well. Our average attendance is approximately 33 on Sundays. Often our fixed costs have exceed-

ed our income. In 2018, we spent more than we took in for eight months of the year. In 2019, we 

have done this 2 months out of the year so far. Trustees and Staff-Parish have strived to reduce 

our expenditures and our budget, which is $155,000 this year. 

The Pastor, all of the committees and work areas, including Finance, are working on ways to be 

proactive. We want to keep you informed on the financial picture of our church. 

Thank you again for your consideration and generosity in supporting our United Methodist Chapel 

of the Valley. 

Allen Copeland, Chairperson, Finance committee 
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