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Inside this issue: 

From Julie’s Journal 

Our Lenten Sermon series and the devotional book we are using this season is about Encountering 
Jesus. We are looking at different biblical figures whose encounter with Jesus changes them.  By 
looking at them, we too can be transformed in our encounters with Jesus through our study and 
spiritual disciplines.  

I want to look at two stories that I will not be covering in the sermon series. One is in the feeding of 
the five thousand. We often talk about the miracle of Jesus being able to feed the five thousand and 
we look at it from the disciples’ point of view. However, we rarely look at it from the point of view of 
the boy who gave his lunch or the food he was bringing back to his family. He had a bird’s eye view 
of the miracle. He offered all that he had and he saw that it multiplied enough to feed all.  Imagine 
if you were that close to that kind of miracle. Would you be changed? Would you be transformed? 
How would you feel being a part of something that was that big and immense? I could only imagine 
that I would be moved so much and I would be grateful that I could be such a key part in Jesus 
helping all of the people. We have that kind of opportunity today. To be a part of a movement, a 
mission to help the world (or at least a corner of it) and help build the “kindom” of God. How would 
(or will) you respond? 

The second story is that of the Prodigal son. We often place ourselves 
in the role of the prodigal son...we feel lost and desire our Father 
(God) to come running for us when we are in need of forgiveness. Oth-
er times we place ourselves in the role of the other son...we stay and 
work and then get upset that our little brother gets a party after wast-
ing his life. It is not as comforting to be in that role but is one that 
more of us fit in. But how many times do we put ourselves in the fa-
ther’s role? When Jesus told this parable, he was saying that our heav-
enly Father was just like that father in the parable...so why would we 
look to put ourselves in that role? The other day I was providing some 
pastoral guidance for a person for a difficult family relationship. This 
person was a part of the LGTBQIA community and their parents did 
not fully accept them because of it. This person had said if the parents 
were to come back and want to be a part of their life, this person 
would say no...too little, too late. And we talked about this parable. I 
said if in encountering Jesus and wanting to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, 
would this person be in the father’s role and accept the lost parents 
and give forgiveness and reconcile the relationship? 

When we encounter Jesus, when we say yes to discipleship of Jesus, 

 



COTV Staff 

Pastor:       The Rev. Julie Elkins    

Organist:           Mary Ellett  

Choir Director:  Elaine Harvey 

Lay Leader:     Paul Elkins 

PowerPoint:      Delyth Owen 

Ushers:             Mike Magnuson 

      Diane Wellman 

Faithful Disciples who are Answering the Call to 

Serve during the month of April. 

Liturgists and Scripture Readers 

  7:  Candy Schauer  

 14:  Stuart Harvey and Del Owen 

 21:  Paul Elkins and Arnie Aranico  

 28:  Ed LeClair  and Del Owen  

 5/5: Candy Schauer 

4/7    Encountering Jesus: Disciples  

 Matthew 14:22-34; Mark  10:35-

 44; John 17:1, 6-13, 20-22 

 Communion  

4/14   Encountering Jesus: Children &   

 The Crowds  

 Mark 10:13-16; 11:1-11; 15:6-15 

 Palm Sunday 

4/18   Encountering Jesus: Invited 

 Holy Thursday  6:00 pm 

 Dinner, Communion & Service 

4/15   Good Friday Service 

 Foothills UMC 7:00 pm 

  

4/21    I Met Jesus 

 John 19:38-42; Luke 24:1-12 

 Sunrise Easter Service 7 a.m. 

4/21     Encountering the Risen Christ  

 John 20:1-18 

 Easter Service          

4/28    Doubt It 

 John 20: 19-31 

  

5/5 Rev. Kevin Jones 

 Communion   

(Julie’s Journal continued) 

when we follow in His footsteps...we are trans-

formed and our desires of revenge or feelings of 

fear, or anger (while all still valid and real) can also 

be transformed to love and grace and forgiveness 

and reconciliation.  May we all be transformed in 

our encountering Jesus this season. 

And Have a Blessed and Happy Easter! 

Together on the Journey, 

Pastor Julie  

Pastor’s Day of Prayer 

This month the 

Pastor’s Day 

away for prayer 

is scheduled for 

April 19. This is 

Good Friday. 

Our Pastor will 

be away from 

campus to pray for the church and all persons and 

situations in need of prayer. If you have prayer 

concerns to be included in her prayer time, please 

let the office know by April 18. You can join Pastor 

Julie in the evening when she attends the Good 

Friday Service at Foothills UMC. 

An Encountering Jesus Lenten  Devotional 

Book—Make sure to continue to pick up the devo-

tional chapters each week. By the end you will 

have 9 chapters. If you need any chapters or the 

whole book, call the office or see Pastor Julie. 

Don’t forget to order your Easter Lilies by April 

15. The price is $8. Get an order from church or 

call the office to order. 

Henry Brown 

Robert and Ellen 
Draper 

Patsy McKinney 

Becca McLachlan

Vi Moore  

Steve Mohr  

Joyce Mohr 

Ron Schlichtenmyer   

Renee Calsmer 

Family and Friends of Vera 
Skalvik 

Kay Roberts 

Friends and family dealing 
with illness, treatment, and 
transitions 

 

If you have a pray-

er concern, please 

call the church 

office, or Pastor 

Julie, or Candy 

Schauer and we 

will start the prayer 

chain (both email 

and phone). 

   Meeting Schedule for April 

 April 8  Finance Meeting 6:30 pm 

 April 8  Trustees Meeting 7:30 pm 

Methodists in Motion Relay for Life 

We will be having our annual Methodists in Motion Relay team. This year 

the Relay for Life event is May 4.  We are looking for people to sponsor 

us and to participate in the  event.  This year our team fundraiser will be 

at the event. We are serving dinner. The food has been donated by Sycu-

an Community Relations. We just have to cook it, (at our church), deliver 

it to site and sell the dinner. They are providing spaghetti for us to make and serve. We need volun-

teers to cook the dinner, some others to bring it to the event and others to serve it there. We also 

need people to take a turn around the track and to sit at our booth. We are also looking for survi-

vors (if you have had or have cancer) so that you may be celebrated and lifted up. And caregivers 

(past  and present) so we can lift you up as well. We will also be selling  luminaria bags. Luminaria 

bags are $10 each and light the track in the evening. There is a beautiful ceremony in the evening 

to remember those who lost the battle to cancer and those who are still fighting.  You can purchase 

your bags following church.  The opening ceremony is at 9:00 am on May 4th and then the survi-

vor /caregiver lap will be at  approx. 9:35. The luminaria ceremony will be at 9:00 pm. The dinner 

shifts will be from around 4:00 until  6:00 at church and 5:00—8:00 at the site. You can work for an 

hour or more. This event will be at Greenfield Junior High, 1495 Greenfield Dr. in El Cajon. You can 

sign up by  going to  http://main.acsevents.org/goto/methodists. Or you can fill out a form after 

church  or by calling the church office. Foothills UMC, Santee UMC, La Mesa First UMC and Lemon 

Grove UMC will also be a part of the Methodists in Motion team. We would love as many as can to 

participate. Come and join in the fun and help fight cancer!   

 

Join us for Our Work Party on 

April 6 as we do a Spring Clean-

ing to get us ready for Easter. The 

fun starts at 8:30 a.m. There will 

be a variety of jobs to do. Join Us! 
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